Abstract The "melting pot" policy intends to create a new generation of migrants that will assimilate with the native population. The instruments used by the policy makers are fiscal and educational policies, which are intended to eliminate disparities between the migrants and the native population. The aim of this paper is to examine the success of this policy among second generation Israelis. In other words, the question of interest is whether the second generation is more similar to the natives, or to their own parents. The methodology used is ANOGI -ANalysis Of GIni -which is similar to ANOVA except that it offers an additional parameter -stratification between groups. We compare two classifications: in the first, the second-generation Israelis were classified as Israelis, while in the second they were classified as belonging to the country of origin (of their parents). We find that the latter classification is more stratified than the former. This suggests that the melting pot policy did not achieve its declared targets.
To describe the meaning of the ideal melting pot, we could not find a better description than the one presented in Zangwill [25] , p-33), as quoted by Hirschman [15] , p-397):
America is God's Crucible, the Great Melting Pot where all races of Europe are melting and re-forming! Here you stand, good folk, think I, when I see them at Ellis Island, here you stand in your fifty groups, your fifty languages, and histories, and your fifty blood hatreds and rivalries. But you won't be long like that, brothers, for these are the fires of God you've come to -these are fires of God. A fig for your feuds and vendettas! Germans and Frenchmen, Irishmen and Englishmen, Jews and Russians -into the Crucible with you all! God is making the American.
Social integration includes many dimensions: cultural, language, common history, equal opportunities, to list a few. Also, it is not agreed by all that the melting pot policy, which destroys the diversity of cultural heritage, is really something that a society should aim for. 1 What seems to be non-controversial is that society should not be stratified by ethnic grouping when restricting the attention to economic well-being. Unlike other dimensions of the melting pot policy -integration of ethnic groups into the society along the dimension of economic well-being is relatively easy to quantify and to agree upon.
2 It seems that it is agreed by all that a successful melting pot policy should abolish stratification of economic well-being according to ethnic groups.
The aim of this paper is to apply a newly developed methodology which enables one to see whether a society is stratified according to ethnic groups. By comparing the change in the index of stratification over time we can evaluate the success of a melting pot policy according to this economic dimension. In other words -it enables us to see whether the background of origin plays an important role in stratification of a society according to ethnic groups and by tracing it over time, we can learn about the achievements of a melting pot policy.
Israel is one example of a country where the melting pot policy was an officially declared policy [18] . We apply our suggested methodology to Israeli data in order to examine the success of the declared melting pot policy. Specifically we compare the stratification index under two alternative definitions of ethnic groups. According to one definition -definition W (wide) -second generation Israelis, i.e., those who were born in Israel are defined as one group while the other classification -definition N (narrow) -is to classify second-generation Israelis according to the ethnic group of the father.
3 A successful melting pot policy -should have resulted in classification W revealing a more stratified society than classification N. The intuitive explanation of this kind of conclusion is that a successful melting pot policy should have resulted in a formation of a "new" groupsecond generation Israelis where (original) ethnic differences do not show up. On the other hand, if stratification is higher when one uses the N definition, i.e., when the second generation Israelis are classified according to the original (i.e. father's) ethnic group -then we conclude that the melting pot policy failed to create a new generation for which the (original) ethnic grouping ceases to be a stratification variable. There are several reasons to
